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"Vi veri veniversum vivus vici."
02.23.98
Non-Law Students Complain About Restricted Access to Library
Vol. 38, No. 9

by Sol Sandberg

Restricting access to law libraries is not unusual. For example, students from our school often need an official letter from
the administration to gain access to the law libraries of other
schools, according to Nina Cascio. However, unlike many other
law libraries which are part of privately run law schools, our li
brary is a non-autonomous part of the Universities Libraries of
SUNYAB-a public institution. As such, access to the law library is
generally available to any undergraduate or graduate student or
faculty member of UB and anyone from the public who desires to
use the library for legal research or anything else as long as he
does not violate the rules of the library. At times more than 50% of
the users of the library are not law students.
Yet, access is not total. For example, non-law students,
including recent graduates and alumni for the last few years have

This past semester an undisclosed member of the faculty
from another department complained to Steve Roberts, the Asso
ciate Dean of Universities Libraries about what is alleged as the
law library's policy of restricting the access of non-law students to
the law library during examination time, according to Ellen Gibson,
the Director of the law library. At the end of every semester, the
law library posts a large sign which reads the following, " LAW
SCHOOL EXAMINXIlON PERIOD. DURING THIS PERIOD,
THE LAW LIBRARY IS RESTRICTED TO USE BY THE LAW
STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS WHO HAVE A DEMON
STRATED NEED TO USE LAW BOOKS HOUSED IN THE LI
BRARY.

Continued on oa!!e 4

Law School Ranking Discredited

Student's Protest Potential Bombing of Iraq
by Joe Huang

by Russ Klein

Last Thursday, various UB on-campus groups organized
a protest against the United States and Britain's recent decision to
bomb Iraq. Approximately 30 students participated in the vocal
demonstration in front of the Student Union. The protestors were
shouting a wide variety of slogans such as "1-2-3-4, we don 't
want your racist war!"; "Clinton, Clinton, what do you say? How
many children did you kill today?"; "Hell no, we won't go, we won 't
fight for Texaco."
Since the Gulf War, relations between Iraq and the United
States have been highly strained. Iraq has repeatedly barred or
prevented UN arms inspectors full access to the country. In re
sponse, the United States and Britain are now preparing massive
airs strikes and missile attacks against Baghdad and other cities in
Iraq.
Russ Klein, a UB Law 2L who participated in the demon
stration, said "This bombing campaign will kill thousands of inno
cents." Klein further said that "The United State's terroristic em
bargo has resulted in untold death and suffering in Iraq." Klein
also thinks that "If Clinton attacks, he is the real war criminal."

The Law School Admission (LSAC) Council will be send
ing a letter to the 93,000 members of their applicant pool and over
3000 pre-law advisors expressing their views on law school
rankings.
The letter, which states applicants "owe it (to themselves] to
avoid the temptation of relying on rankings" and instead would be
better served with performing their own evaluations of perspec
tive law schools based what suits them best.
The letter, which was signed by over 160 law school deans,
suggests that prospective law students would be better served if
they make a list of personal things that they care about in potential
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Editorial: In Praise
of Pragmatism
In the late eighties, before drugs started to seriously mess
with his career, David Gahan posed this question : "People are
people so why should it be, you and I should get along so aw
fully? " Nowadays, Gahan is in rehab, struggling to conquer a heroin
addiction, and recovering from what appears to be an overdose of
brevity. For it would seem that Depeche Mode solved the current
philosophical debate smoldering within this week 's issue of the
Opinion long before Adam Perri nailed us with his Theses Women
Whine. People are people. We don't get along. God help us ifwe
did, because then life would be so boring, you couldn ' t write trendy
techno songs about it.
For millennia, mankind has struggled with his basic nature,
and the nature of his fellows . Plato to Pangloss, Freud to Fou
cault, Schopenhauer to South Park, philosphes real and imagined
have grappled with who we are and what we're doing. Lofty theo
logians fall under the weight of their ethereal suppositions. Nihil
ists get sucked into the vacuum of their own surety. Realists lose
out to reality. Every philosophy embraced meets its nemesis; like
inhumanity unto the humanist , contradiction pounces on the
thoughtful at almost every turn.
For all their struggle, debate, and opium draughts, the tor
tured compendium of philosophical brethren haven' t come any
closer to humanity 's defining ethos than a group of MTV has-beens.
I do not use the term "brethren" lightly. Men, for whatever
reason (and 1 could come up with a few snide ones), have tradi
tionally been the only component of the human race to be so dis
satisfied as to demand of the Universe: "Why me?" Camille Paglia,
whose post-modern femi-thought earns her much the same invec
tive earned by Adam Perri this week, is one of a few women to
garner widespread recognition for her philosophical writings. This

has do as much with infamy as it does with philosophy; in the
aftermath of The Feminine Mystique and the Ms. revolution, a cute,
brainy lesbian who dares to say that a short-skirted woman was
asking for it is bound to make a few headlines. Paglia bases much
of her work on the physiology of men and women, citing simple
differences in body type as the root cause of every nook and cranny
of the gender gap. Much as I enjoy her work (you can ' t help but
enjoy a woman who links achievement to urinary technique) ,
women aren 't much better at this game than men; she meets her
waterloo in the animal, daemonic kingdom, where female animals
often outstrip their male counterparts as hunters or defenders of
the family.
So where does that leave me? Who are we? Why are we this
way? What is our function?
I applauded much of Perri 's column when I read it (and, af
ter the philosophy hit the fan, re-read it). Having spent five years
in Amherst, Mass, a place so p.c., it 's on PJ O' Rourke's hit list, I
have spent enough time subjected to "shrill, female dudgeon," to
verify that it's no more palatable that gravelly, male dudgeon. I
have also been exposed to enough self-proclaimed "cultural elite,"
saving the world with a smug, self-satisfied smile, to the point
where the mere sight of a feminist do-gooder makes me want to
don a hair net and have some kids. But that's just because prigs
who think they know what's best for me activate my contrariness.
I still think Phyllis Schafly, while an admirable woman, doesn't
have all the answers.
Whether the proselytizer is Katie Roiphe or Mary Kay, these
"cultural elite," so doctrinaire, have found a system that works for
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man nature" dictated that our society changed fo r the better. Per 
haps Mr. Perri doesn' t believe the changes were for the bett er. Mr.
Perri just doesn 't get it , women do not want the "comfort, leisure
and luxury " of the 1950's. Women would rather be productive
individuals who bring about change and shape the world we and
our chi_ldren live in rather than living the oppressive life of June
Cleaver.
Kathleen Martin, 2L

WE fJ OT lETTERSI
Dear Editor of the Opinion...
The only thing meaningful about Adam Perri's "Images in
Male" essay was the preceding spit passage, for it so aptly pre
dicted my response after reading such misogynist, pompous, and
highly offensive garbage.
Sincerely,
Kinda Serafi, 2L
I am writing in response to Mr. Perri's recent column entitled
"Images in Male". I applaud Mr. Perri for having the conviction to
print such a controversial column. In this age when political cor
rectness constantly lords over the thoughts and words of academia,
Mr. Perri's argument that (1) human nature is not socially con
structed, (2) any attempts to socially construct human nature will
fail and (3) the consequences of such attempts could be disasterous,
is evidence that ideas not considered to be in the mainstream still
have a rightful place in the public debate. Mr. Perri's argument rep
resents a point of view that is often squelched. This column has
sparked open debate among the law student population and has
increased the readership of the Opinion .
Put simply, Mr. Perri has the constitutional right to print this
article. In a society established on free speech principles, we must
allow people to speak certain ideas that we may consider to be ob
jectionable. These ideas contribute to finding truth in debate. While
I will not assert support or disdain for Mr. Perri's argument, I ap
plaud him for having the courage to print ideas that are riddled with
controversy.
Sincerely,
Charles Moynihan, 2L
Disgusted? Yes. Angered? Yes. But more than that, disap
pointed. Disappointed with Mr. Perri 's basic assertion that "boys
will be boys and girls will be girls" so, as a society, we should not
even try to alter the way human nature has created each sex. Well
Mr. Perri, too many women have worked too hard over the last two
hundred years for you to say we have no right to "chailenge" or try
to "change" human nature. And believe me, no one has "brain
washed" me into believing it is my duty to "enlighten" every man I
encounter who is in law school for two purposes : l. to earn a J.D.
and 2. to find a trophy wife whom he can escort to firm holiday
parties. The ideal trophy wife has an advanced degree, has excel
lent earning potential, is of course attractive, and will of course
give up her law practice when the children are born so she can then
follow her "natural" desire bestowed by human nature to nurture
the children. Perhaps you and others who agree with you have not
yet found the trophy wife who will follow the dictates of human
nature that men hunt and women gather and that is why you are so
bitter with "change."
Change the way society views women, damn right I will. At
one point in time, the belief was that black people were "naturally"
inferior to whites and should be treated as such. At one time, the
belief was that women were "naturally" intellectually inferior to
men and should therefore not be ailowed to own property, enter
into contracts, or to vote. It wasn't until we challenged what "hu-

Clarification of last week 's Images in Male
Last week 's Images in Male column in The Opinion has en
gendered enough controversy in the last few days that I cannot
escape the feeling that the point of the article did not get through
to many readers. Perhaps that is because I employed a tone in
tended to be deliberately provocative and playfully inflammatory.
This is a tone that I felt singularly suitable to a newspaper written
for youth and devoted to the uninhibited exchange of ideas, even
unpopular ones. Many readers have expressed appreciation for
the irreverence and playfulness of last weeks article. Many have
not. I am left with the conclusion that the tone of the article ob
scured the larger point. At any rate, I feel that some clarification is
required.
The basic point of the column is:
1) Human nature is not socially constructed (by default it is
therefore innate);
2) Attempts to remake human nature on the assumption that
it is socially constructed are dangerous and doomed;
3) One such attempt is currently underway in the American
educational system, where some educators, in pursuit of what they
believe is gender equality, are content not just to build women up
(a laudable goal), but seek also to tear men down by re-educating
man and boys in a way alien to and incompatible with their innate
nature;
4) This attempt will fail , as all previous attempts to remake
human nature have failed, and the modern feel of the vulgar
scribblings on the bathroom walls of Pompeii attest to how little
attempts to refashion human nature have accomplished.
The idea that human nature is innate and does not respond
well to attempts at social construction has rarely been popular. It
was not popular when Dostoevskii gave the idea its grandest ex
pression in NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND. Regardless, it is
a perfectly legitimate point of view, and is at idea at which no one
at this law school has cause to take personal umbrage.
Some people have perceived slights to womankind at in my
characterizations of the current state of women. I pointed out my
perceptions of specific aspects of the current state of women only
to suggest that perhaps ordinary women face greater problems in
their daily lives than those posed by the un-reconstructed male,

Continued on left column of page 4

Would you like to write for
THE OPINION?
All submissions due Thursday by 5:00 pm in
the Opinion office (in the basement).

Continued on top of next column
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Letters.. . Continued from page 3

Non-Law Students... Continued from page 1

and therefore, re-educating men may not be the highest priority
on an agenda designed to benefit women.
To distill to their essence the observations I made on the
current state of women:
a) the constant stream of sexual imagery and innuendo in
popular culture has coarsened human sensibilities, and the effect
of this is more pronounced upon women, since in earlier times
(for good or ill and with varying degrees of success), society made
attempts to shield women from the most obnoxious aspect of life's
vulgar lewdness (the Pompeiian graffiti artist was not a woman).
b) because many parents (including mothers), work, ei
ther from choice or necessity, many children in modem society
spend a great deal of time growing up with people who are not
their parents (I did not dream that this statement would engender
factual dispute). Since parents (including mothers), usually take
their parenting obligations very seriously, many parents (includ
ing mothers), seek to acquire care for their child that is compa
rable to the quality of care the child would receive at home. Par
ents (including mothers), are sometimes compelled to compro
mise and accept a level of day care that is not the equal of the care
the child would receive if a parent were at home. It does not di
minish the heroism of a single mother in difficult circumstances to
acknowledge that in a perfect world, day care may be only the
second best arrangement.
c) The third observation assumes that in many cases, a
mother who does not have a husband or significant other might
like to have one someday, and would derive from such relationship
happiness, emotional security, greater financial security, and as
sistance with the myriad duties of child rearing.
To my mind, not a single of these beliefs reflects poorly
on women. I did not dream that acknowledging the seriousness
with which mothers view their parental responsibilities would be
considered controversial. I did not foresee that recognizing the
benefits to married people of the marital relationship or its equiva
lent could be viewed in a negative light. It astonishes me that any
of these positions have been considered surprising, alarming, reck
less, or insulting. I cannot imagine a value system that would ren
der them so. If, in order to enlighten me and those who share my
views, any critics of my last article wish to offer an explanation of
what makes these beliefs a) objectionable; orb) untrue, I will be
very curious to read it.
Adam Perri, 2L

been barred from using the study carrels and conference rooms in
the law library. At one time, all were allowed to use the carrels.
Then problems arose because there were a limited number of car
rels - 41 to be exact- for over seven hundred law students. Gibson
said law students found that carrels and conference rooms were
often being occupied by undergraduates. In addition, undergradu
ates were writing graffiti on the carrels, leaving garbage in the
carrel and even having sex in the carrels, further disturbing law
students. The ABA standards for approval of law schools required
a law school to, "provide on-site sufficient quiet study and re
search seating for its students and faculty." It seemed that the law
school was not meeting its obligations under these standards. To
correct the problem the SBA proposed paying for locks on the
carrels and the conference rooms. As a result the carrels and con
ference rooms are now off limits to non-law students.

About eight years ago, Senior Vice President Wagner, who
has authority over the university library system, approved the post
ing of the current sign indicating restricted access during exams.
Law students had asked for limited access during exams because
they felt that, unlike students of other schools and disciplines,
their grades were based often solely on one exam, they had more
of a need to study for it without interference from what they con
sidered noisy undergraduates. At times, physical fights erupted
between law students and undergraduates over the issue. Under
graduates had at times performed fraternity initiation rites on the
library stairs. The library felt something needed to be done about
the problem and proposed a sign indicating restricted access dur
ing exams. The version proposed, however, was received as too
restrictive by the Management Advisory Group of the University
Libraries. According to Ellen Gibson, after the library toned down
its sign, the sign was accepted but with one proviso: that it would
not be enforced.
Nevertheless, the mere presence of the sign, Gibson ex
plained, has had the effect of making the library a quieter place.
One non-law student, Hirut Dejoya, an undergraduate phar
macy student interviewed in the library, thought that the law li
brary should have the authority to limit the access of non-law stu
dents but "only if they have a good reason." Commenting on the
sign and its deterrent effect, Ms. K. Pak, a Ph.D. student in En
glish said, "When I first saw the sign, I was a little upset because it
was my habit to study in the law library." She explained that she
tried studying in other libraries on campus until finally coming
back to the law library despite the sign. In regards to whether the
library should be able to bar non-law students during exam time,
she said, "If they need the library, they can have priority to stu
dents in other departments. But I am wondering why--if law stu
dents can study in other libraries--why can't I study here."

Law School Ranking... Continued from page 1
law schools, and then gather detailed information about those law
schools. Finally, after careful research, they recommend that you
visit the Jaw schools that you narrowed down and do a more per
sonal inspection (including talking with faculty, etc).
University of Buffalo School of Law's Dean Barry Boyer
is among the distinguished list of law deans who have signed on to
the statement.
LSAC administers the Law School Admissions Test and
the Law School Data Assembly Service that all law students regis
ter for in order to attend an accredited law school.

Law students questioned did not seem to have a problem
with undergraduates making noise. Amy Schwartz, a 2L, for ex
ample, complained not so much of noise but of non-law students
using the computer terminals for personal use while law students
needed to do research requiring Bison II . David Hoffman did not

iJ 'C____

H_e_no_,_u_B_L_aw_._ _ _
;,

Continued on left column of page S
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think that undergraduates make too much noise but rather too little.
"I can not believe they take undergraduate school so seriously. They
are superquiet and too studious," he said. He added that law stu
dents should have the right to make noise in the law library, saying
"As most of you know, I make a lot of noise. I consider the first
and second floor of the library the agora of the law school. "

LEGAL BRIEFS
Verdicts 1997: The Top Ten

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The ten largest jury awards of 1997:
1. Environmental. In re New Orleans Tank Car Leakage
Fire Litigation , $3.367 billion.
2. Business. Catalyst Technolgies Inc. V. Electec Inc., $346
million.
3. Products liability. Jimenez v. Chrysler Corp., $262.5
million.
4. Libel. MMAR Group Inc. v. Dow Jones & Co. Inc.,
$222.72 million.
5. Conversion. SO-Off Stores Inc. V Banque Paribas (Suisse)
S.A. , $150.98 million.
6. Business. Orthofix S.r.l. v. Electro-Biology Inc. , $149.88
million.
7. Business. United International Holdings Inc. v. The Wharf
(Holdings) ltd., $125.5
million .
8. Personal injury. Doe v. Kos, $119 million.
9. Fraud. Argo v. General Dynamics Corp., $101 .07 milllion.
10. Business. Potlach Corp. v. Beloit Corp., 95.06 million.

Jessup Team Member Wins Best Oralist and 4th Place Brief
Nancy Saunders of VB Law's Jessup team, competing in the
regional rounds in Vermont on February 6-8 at Vermont Law School,
won Best Oralist. The team itself won fourth place for their brief.
Jennifer Berger said this about their success, "I am very proud.
The team worked extensively to participate in the regional com
petition."
The Student Bar Association and the Administration
cordially invite all students to attend the first Faculty-Student
Happy Hour of the Spring semester. There will be free food,
drinks, and a great opportunity to mingle with other students and
faculty in an informal setting. It will be held at the 5th floor
faculty lounge on Wednesday, February 25th, from 4-7 P.M.
The Asian American Law Students Association will be put
ting on an art exhibit featuring the works of Mr. Zhuquing. It will
be held on Thursday, February 26th at the 5th floor faculty lounge.
Refreshments will be served.

$$$$$wow$$$$.
Outlaw is selling tickets to it 's second Annual Dinner, on
Saturday, February 28th. The dinner will be held at the University
Inn, and feature keynote speaker Lavi Soloway addressing lesbian
and gay immigration rights. Tickets are $10 for students ($25 for
non-students), and include dinner and access to a cash bar. Con
tact the Outlaw office or Outlaw representative for information on
how to buy tickets.
BPILP will be selling tickets soon for their annual auction to
raise money for summer fellowships . Prices are unavailable at
this time. Contact the BPILP office or a BPILP representative for
information on how to buy tickets.

Font Program Wins Copyright Protection
Overturning a 20-year-old precedent, a federal judge in San
Jose, CA, ruled that a font-generation program is copyrightable
material. Although the Copyright office has maintained since 1988
that it has a firm policy of denying copyrights to such programs,
Adobe Systems Inc. v. Southern Software Inc., which came down of
February 2, 1998, stated that sufficient creativity existed in the
programming of a font software to provide some protection.

SURVEY SAYS...RESULTS!!

James Atleson, professor of VB Law School, has published a
new book titled Labor and the Wartime State. The book focuses
on labor relations and the law during World War II, and should be
available at popular book stores.

Well, the students have spoken -- all three of them,
and given their comments for the first Opinion survey.
The Library received the highest grades, reaping
straight H's, while the CDO received two Q-'s and all 3
said that the CDO is not doing a good job. 2 out of 3
students expressed a dislike for the new curriculum, and
2 out of 3 said that we should seek someone from out
side the law school to be our new dean (1 abstained).
Otherwise, aspects of the school were given pass
ing grades (though one response indicated that some of
the faculty deserved D grades).
The Opinion thanks those who participated.

The PGA Tour. .. Continued from page 8
-ers who don't believe Martin should be allowed a cart. This
includes Tiger Woods, his roommate from Stanford. He knows
what kind of pain Martin suffers, but still doesn 't think he should
have a cart. Arnold Palmer and other golfers testified for the PGA.
To me, they sound like a bunch of unsportsmanlike whiners. They're
afraid Martin would have some advantage over them. If they were
in Martin 's shoes, I don 't think they'd call it an advantage. I
wouldn 't. Other golfers walk themselves from hole to hole, and
Martin needs a cart to do so. A cart merely levels the playing field
of a game whose playing field has a long history of prejudicial
bumps.
by Kristin Greeley

Letters to the Editor should be delivered to the Opinion's
basement office or to box 95 o r 27 (your choice).
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IMY SPLEEN!
THE PGA TOUR: NOT A GENTLEMAN'S GAME
Tilis week, I am actually going to address a legal issue in
my column. I don't consider those cites to "Bob Probert cases" I
gave last semester in my hockey column to be serious legal analy
sis.
As you can tell from the title, I am going to berate the PGA.
Not because I never see my father from April to October due to
his golf habit, but because they refused to let Casey Martin use a
cart to participate in their Nike Tour events.
For those of you who don't watch Sportscenter as often as I
do, Casey Martin is a pro golfer who has a congenital circulatory
disorder that makes it painful and possibly dangerous for him to
walk long distances. The PGA's rules don't allow carts to be used
in their events, and they refused to let Martin use one, in spite of
his disability. So he sued them under the 1990 Americans with
Disabilities Act. Earlier this month, a U.S. Magistrate Judge in
Eugene, Oregon, ruled that the PGA had to provide a cart for Mar
tin .
I think it's pretty obvious that I think Martin should be al
lowed to use a cart. I think it is a "reasonable accommodation"
under the statute. Golfing is Martin's way of making a living, and
he should not be denied that opportunity solely because he is un
able to walk an entire round of golf. He is able to perform all of
~

-( Y-~~

.

----

'. .'Hb'tlffD O~B47E' IN C18.e1AN "

)~ o"\'v,,?@J";)

b '/ iv.x:, KL.GIN

'?1-'

J.Jw/1:_;,

the other "duties" of a golfer, things that are more important to
the game and more determinative of the outcome than walking.
The PGA argued that allowing carts would compromise the
integrity of the game, since walking is a part of the game. OK, so
why are carts allowed during preliminary rounds? Why are carts
allowed during Senior Tour events? For obvious reasons, but the
PGA said that the Senior Tour is just a nostalgia event, not "real
golf. " OK, the NCAA lets college golfers use carts. Is college
golf not " real golf?" Is it just an exhibition by students?
Martin said that if he could, he would rather walk, in order
to get into the rhythm of the game. While at Stanford, he walked
rather than use a cart, despite the pain it caused. His condition
has since progressed to the point where he is not able to walk the
entire course.
Is walking an integral part of the game? If it was, wouldn't
walking be required during the preliminary rounds of PGA tour
naments? Do golfers golf better if they use a cart? Golfers say it
doesn 't really matter. Pros don ' t carry their own clubs, so it 's
really just a matter of getting themselves from one hole to the
next.
The PGA also said that carts would be contrary to the tradi
tion of the game. Well, that same tradition wouldn't let me join a
country club because I am a woman, and wouldn't let Grant Fuhr
join Transit Valley Country Club less than ten years ago because
he is black, although they said that wasn't the reason.
What REALLY irritates me is the large number of pro golf

Continued on bottom of left column on page 5
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In Praise of Pragmatism... Continued from page 2
them . Like a zealot, a prophet , a dictator or a fool, they
assume that what works for them works for others. And, like a
charismatic, they convince these others that they are right. What I
gleaned from Perri 's column was that he felt many women had
been duped into a lifestyle they might not have wanted if they
hadn't become "enlightened." While this rhetoric is definitely the
fourth cousin of a Promise-Keeper brochure, it is also an incisive
comment on the suggestibility of the average american malkin.
The purpose of life, I believe, is whatever an individual de
termines it to be. From this perspective, what Perri said in his
column is an important evaluation of human nature. Yes, we are
stuck with a few inescapable biological factors (which may slough
off as technology progresses). These factors play a part in deter
mining the course of one's life. But beyond that, it 's your call .
Get married? Have kids? Become a bum? Become CEO? Do all
four? Your life is your own.
Coalitions, such as the feminist movement, grew out of the
efforts of one class to control the choices of another. Similarly,
the separatist arguments being made by some race theorists are
endorsing a split from, not an integration with, the dominant para
digm . The obstruction of options based upon classed factors causes
the obstructed classes to unite, rebel, and reject. This is what is
causing the mass denunciation of the shibboleths of Western cul
ture.
The challenge to us all is to retain what is valuable, and re
ject what is useless or harmful to our vision of ourselves. I trea
sure completely the image of my mother who stayed home to raise
a moral , compassionate daughter (my sister is a great girl), while
learning from my father, who went off to work every day and re
turned home never too tired to argue with me about politics. At
the same time, however, I look to my heroes--Lenny Bruce, Tho-

mas Jefferson, Peter the Great--and find images 1 value only selec
tively. Lenny Bruce--a wonderful social theorist and performer,
who cheated on his wife. Thomas Jefferson--a political giant and
genius, who cheated on his wife. Peter the Great--an enlightened
despot and charming hyperactive, who cheated on his wife .
It is possible that someday I may be a brilliant performer,
political giant, and charming hyperactive. I don 't, however, plan
to cheat on my husband, if I ever get married.
It is easy to be doctrinaire, hard to be selective. Humans
like to deal in moral absolutes. We are multifarious beings, how
ever. I am reminded of Barbara Billingsly, who played June Cleaver.
For the run of Leave it to Beaver, this woman played a compliant,
impeccable wife, buffed and coiffed and in charge of a spotless
household. Years later, guest starring on Roseanne, the same
woman, after scolding Roseanne for kissing Mariel Hemmingway,
only to find out the size of the paycheck Roseanne recieved to do
so, exclaimed in shock, "Well, god damn, for that kind of money
-I'd make out with a chick." Clearly, Billingsly (who also, for
those of you who remember the movie Airplane, played with ra
cial stereotypes by declaring "It's all right, stewardess, I speak
jive.") managed to shift her role within the confines of the domi
nant paradigm into something playful.
"People are people, so why should it be, you and I should
get along so awfully?" Because we are complicated beings, ca
pable of self-determination, and within that determination, capable
of being good, bad, a wife, a concubine, a CEO, and a junked-out
rocker.. .living in a world where weaknesses can be strengths, and
our fellow human beings might be out to save us, seduce us, or
shoot us in the head.
Gotta love that inchoate human nature. Enjoy this week's
edition of the Opinion.
--S.A. Cole

.Moot Court Madness!
On Thursday, February 26,
preliminary rounds for the 1998
Albert R. Mugel National Tax Moot
Court Competition will start off the
second occurrence of this annual
event. The preliminary rounds will
continue until Friday. Oral rounds
will be held at the Country Court
house, 92 Franklin Street Buffalo,

NY.
Following oral rounds, a
celebratory Happy Hour will be held
at the Pearl Street Brewery, at the
corner of Pearl and Seneca Streets.
Sixteen teams will be participating
in the Competition, from all over the
country.

Terrerence McNamara and Patrick Roth in the Moot Court office
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a woman who is lib
erated enough to decide
for herself that she doesn't
need makeup -- it says
something for the mind at
. work ... that maybe she
isn't vain enough to think
• · that she is the most beau-
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::~:;::: /· :·:. : dictate to her that she wear
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But surely this can't
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PLAYING YOUR PART
She's not content with what she is
but she does the best she can
But she doesn't do it for herself
she does it for her man. ..
And the posters on the hoardings
encourage his pursuit
Glossy ads, where men are men
and women simply cute
-- Crass "Reality Whitewash"
Though difficult to fathom, we live in the epitome of role
defined society. It's ironic that when many Americans sit back,
they like to think and delude themselves with the notion that we
live in a free society, full of real choice, and where one can "be
themselves," etc. In the so-called Generation X that most of us
belong to, and the younger generations, such as the millennium
generation, who has never known a time period without Music
Television (some of us like to call it eMpTV), there is even a class
of people who pride themselves on just how different they really
are -- the 'alternative crowd' (of course, this begs the question of:
If a lot of people are dressing similar in order to be different, just
how different are they being? But then again, this question is from
a guy who considers a normal day's set of clothes to be army fa
tigues, a sweatshirt, wanna-be combat boots, and a Suicidal Ten
dencies hat -- though I assure you that I've dressed like this for
quite a long time, and last year when I went to an '80s party, I wore
the same clothes, because this is what I've always worn) .
But this is about roles in society, not about the clothes of an
(A)narchist. So lets get on, shall we?

TWISTED IDEALS
One day this last summer, I was sitting in BJ's (a local bar in
Fredonia) with my friend Jen, and we were having a couple of pints
of beer, and a couple of women walked in. I did my usual turn to
look at the door and see who it was; a natural reaction of mine.
Seeing that it was nobody either of us knew, I turned back around
and started talking. We immediately got into a discussion about
makeup. I, of course, claimed the usual: Women don't need
makeup, and that I believe it tends to detract from a woman who
wears it, rather than add anything, my logic being that not only
does it take away from physical beauty, but it would be neat to see
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be just the fault of the women who wear the makeup, can it? Jen
and I continued in our conversation, as she blasted men in general
for claiming that makeup doesn't matter, but as soon as a woman
walks in all done up, they are the ones who get the attention of
men. While for me this isn't true, it is obvious that we do notice
makeup. So, if guys notice makeup, then it's apparent that we are
dealing with a two way street here. Men who want "their" women
to look their best and women who acquiesce to men .
A MAN' S AND WOMAN'S ROLE IN SOCIETY
The old image of a man in society was as a caretaker of the
wife, the worker, the guy who fixed the pipes and mowed the lawn,
etc. It's pretty evident in some of our expressions that are still
around today: Who wears the pants in the house? and A man's
home is his castle, and the man of the house. The old picture of a
man was a big gruff square jawed fellow, who was built from work
ing in construction or farming (you know, like your grandfather
must've told you, 'honest day's work'). Now, with us sliding from
the industrial sector to the service sector, this image has changed
to the big square jawed fellow, but with slicked back hair, a tie,
suspenders, and 8 gallons of cologne that 'makes him smell like a
real man' (of course, if you want to know what a real man smells
like, don't shower for a month and don't wear deodorant or any
thing for a month, and then after that month, lift up your arms and
take a big whiff) .
Women had different roles in society. They were to take
care of the children and keep the house clean. Old ball and chain
was how we referred to them (and still do, in some comers where
Archie Bunker is not seen as merely funny, but a way of life) .
The old image of a woman centered around being at home,
probably with an apron to have her "man's" dinner ready at 5:30
PM sharp. Barefoot and pregnant is the line people use today to
describe it, but there were men who used to (and some who still
do) see this as the way to keep women. But now, the image has
changed. Women have allegedly liberated themselves. Abortion
is now available to give personal autonomy, jobs are opened up
considerably (though with an alleged glass ceiling, but I won't get
in to that) . Women can do a lot of the same things men can do
(and even now have the opportunity to die in America's stupid
wars -- true liberation!).
SO WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?
Still, lots of disparities exist. For a woman to get where a
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man is, I believe that a woman has to work a little harder (but
everyone, except for the perfect person, has to work a little harder
-- overweight people with their image, gay men and women with
homophobia, and blacks with racism, to name a few).
But the problem is, that while women are still treated like
objects (a grossly unfortunate aspect of our society that really must
be changed), many women seem complicit in this objectification.
Makeup is only a small part of it.
Women who go to meat-market type bars, because they "have
to hook up." A woman who cakes on the makeup because she
wants to attract a man. Etc., etc. If men are wrong in seeking
these attributes, then women must surely be wrong in going along
with things.
Now, before you start steaming at me, I am not making an
argument like "a victim of rape brings on their crime by dressing a
certain way." The point is, if you want to stop being treated like an
object, you have to show respect for yourself (this is true for men
and women alike).
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TYING IT ALL IN
Well, I am lost. I thought that I could tie in everything I
wanted to say with just one simple sentence. But unlike my usual
political diatribes, this just isn't possible. So Instead of a classical
conclusion, I will simply state my points:
- Through time, some men have been overwhelming
sexist pigs.
- Through time, women, lacking power, have had
no choice.
- Over the years, women have considerably moved
up their lot in life.
- Still, many women are_treated like garbage by
overwhelming sexist pigs.
- Unfortunately, it seems as though some women
have no problem with going along with this.
What is my point? I'm not saying that there are women
sitting around thinking "wow, I'd really love to be treated like
crap!" This just isn't true. But, perhaps some women should
reallysit back and consider what is being done. Are you dressing
up in a miniskirt and halter-top and luscious lip stick so that the
guys will notice you? Then you are setting yourself up for this
objectification. It isn't right that the guys treat you this way ei
ther, but then again, I don't go to an anti-war rally and shout "1-23-4 We don 't want your racist war! " and then get upset that some
guy is calling me a pacifist and a traitor.
Women need to look inside to other women and see what
they are doing that justifies animalism in the simple-minded
(AGAIN, THIS IS NOT AN INDICTMENT OF ALL OR MOST
WOMEN or a rationalization of men). Of course, if I wanted to
write a column about the stupidity of men when it comes to this, it
would take me a whole 20 page issue of the Opinion.
Do you want to wear makeup or dress a certain way or do a
certain thing? Then go for it! Be your own woman or man. But
beware of what you do -- there are ignorant people afoot, and no
matter how right you are or wrong they are, it won't stop the bla
tant ignorance that permeates society on gender and gender is
sues. Only time and hard work will do that .

All submissions due Thursday by 5:00 pm in
the Opinion office (in the basement).
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These are the
People in Your
Neighborhood ...

lL Michael Arcesi during
bis office hours in the
basement. We wish our
office was this big.
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... the People
that You Meet
Each Day

Administrative Secretary
Tiffany Lane Weiss, who's
a good reason to visit Dean
Shield's office.

Translation of our Latin motto:
"You give me the idol, I'll give you the whip."
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